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Necessity in the face, and God alone knows what Necessity
will say to us.

If the phrase does not contain in it any agreement
amongst those who have no misgivings about the war,
neither does it divide them in itself from, those who have
such misgivings. . . . The difference between us does not
lie in the word "finish," but in our opinions as to how the
finish is to be reached. One thing is certain. No finish can
come from military operations alone. The man who
imagines that by hammering and killing, killing and
hammering, he is to bring peace upon Europe is mistaken.
In this way he is accustoming the people to the habits and
thoughts of force. . . . But a people beaten by force is
taught to respect and fear and trust in force. We cannot get
away from human nature. The "finish" cannot be one of
force. That" finish" is only a pause, a " patched-up peace."

War will finish when the nations of their own initiative
and free will decide mutually to remove its causes. It follows
from that that those who look for peace after this war must
always be ready to listen to peace proposals and be ready to
negotiate. I do not mean by that that they should accept
any terms (that Germany should retain Belgian soil or
dominate Belgian sovereignty, for instance), but that they
should consider every proposal to see if it can be made
satisfactory. For this purpose secret diplomacy should be
ended now. Every peace overture should be made public;
for it is quite certain that the classes and the officials whose
minds and policies made this war will not make peace. But
the peoples will make peace and keep it if they have a
chance. ... If the peoples were free to settle it themselves,
that will be long before the diplomatists and the military
classes, working in secret, decide to end the killing. By that
time the peace desires of the peoples will have passed and
sentiments of anger, bitterness, resentment, and dishonour
will have taken their place. The "finish" will be reached
before the diplomatists and the military are satisfied, and if
the democracies do not take the matter into their own hands
they will be betrayed and defeated at the end of this as they
have been at the end of all wars fought hitherto.1

1 Labour Leader^ November 18,1915.
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